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“The meaning of life is to find your gift.    
  The purpose of life is to give it away.”

- William Shakespeare
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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS,

Recently, I went to my daughter’s preschool graduation. These occasions 
make us proud because they help us mark growth and celebrate the gifts in 
our lives. 

A few days later, I attended Ivan’s graduation where he was one of the 
speakers. Again I was proud, but it struck a deeper chord when I saw his 
mother look at him, tap her heart and say, “Muy contento.”

Ivan’s mother did not go to high school. As a janitor at the Denver Museum 
of Nature and Science, she could glimpse the opportunities that other 
people’s children had. So she and her husband enrolled their sons in a 
rigorous charter school. Working jobs where they had little control over 
their own schedules, they somehow got their sons to every scholarship 
conference, every soccer practice, and every after-school job. And now their 
first son was crossing over into a world Ivan’s parents glimpsed every day. 
He is headed to the Colorado School of Mines and catapulting into a vastly 
different life that will be full of choices and celebrations of many milestones 
met.

As you flip through our Annual Report, I hope we are able to recreate for you 
what I am so privileged to be a part of every day – the sense of a door flung 
open, a bridge being crossed, a bright future ahead.

With sincere thanks for your role in impacting our students’ futures,
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OUR MISSION is to create opportunities 
for high-potential, low-income students 
to define their individual paths through 
high school, college and career, ultimately 
impacting the lives of others.

OUR VISION is to connect the potential 
of extraordinary students to extraordinary 
opportunities.
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WE ARE ACCESS 
OPPORTUNITY

1999  Asiyah was born in Denver on January 9. Her name means 
“caring one” in Arabic.

2000-2012  Asiyah becomes a big sister 
to three sisters and three brothers.

2002 Asiyah eats a nickel for lunch and earns her
first trip to the hospital.

CHAPTER ONE

Asiyah’s favorite family recipe: her 
grandma’s curry chicken and rice!

• 1-1/4 pounds boneless, skinless chicken breasts cut into 1/4-inch strips• Salt and freshly ground black pepper• 2-1/2 teaspoons curry powder • 3 tablespoons olive oil• 1 medium yellow onion finely chopped• 4 garlic cloves minced• 1 tablespoon grated fresh ginger• 1 green bell pepper finely chopped• 1/4 cup plain low fat (2%) or whole Greek yogurt (do not use nonfat)• 1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro• 4 cups of basmati white rice

A GLIMPSE AT ONE AO 

STUDENT'S JOURNEY



“Coming to this country was hard, for both my parents and 
me. We had to learn a new language and adjust to a new 
culture. Thinking about my parents having to leave their 
families and their country behind really makes me value my 
education.”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTLUIS
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• During high school
• One-on-one counseling
• Tutoring and test prep
• College Connect

• During college
• College and financial coaching
• Job exploration
• Internship support

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING SUPPORT

Access Opportunity is a six-year program that supports 
the most talented low-income students who have the 
power to make great impact. 

We’re helping pave the way for first-generation students to pursue their college 
and career dreams and impact their families and their communities.

FUEL MISSION
By raising funds in support of AO students, 
their scholarships and initiatives

STEP
01

UNLEASH POTENTIAL
By preparing students to become the best 
possible applicant, student and professional

STEP
02

FIND PURPOSE
By helping students define their values and 
goals and refine their skills

STEP
03

IMPACT LIVES
By inspiring involvement and advocacy 
within our students and our community

STEP
04

WHAT OUR APPROACH



SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL 
LEARNING
- Applied for and received an $18K 
grant for curriculum and training
- 2018 curriculum included identity 
development, suicide prevention, and 
leadership coaching

2

NEW AO PROGRAMS
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
- Offered financial aid workshops in 
English, Spanish and Vietnamese to 
139 participants
- Partnered with volunteers to offer 
bilingual communication

1

COLLEGE CONNECT
- Developed and ran Colorado’s first 
college fair for low-income or first-
generation students
- 11 colleges and over 100 students 
and family members attended

4

JOB EXPLORATION
- Over 30 students, across all four 
classes, participated in the job 
exploration program 
- Engaged 15 different host 
companies in 15 different industries

3
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“My family came to the US 
seeking a better future. They 
didn’t have the opportunity to 
attend college. Going to college 
will start a better life for my 
family and me.” 

- Camilla

“I want to start a clinic for a 
low resource community or 
a program for low-income 
schools that have a high drop-
out rate, so they know they are 
capable of much more.” 

- Itzel

“I understand the sacrifices my 
parents made for me. Going to 
college is immensely important 
to me because my parents 
didn’t have the support they 
needed to attend college. ” 

- Natalie

“I want to give back to my 
city - Denver. I want to help 
the people that I’ve grown 
up with by starting my own 
organization that will support 
with food, housing, and more.”

- X’Zayvonne

“I never knew how our family 
would be able to afford college. 
Growing up in a low-income 
family, I was always a step 
behind other students, so I 
prioritize hard work.” 

- Nik

“My family is my strength 
and the drive that pushes me 
to continue my education. I 
am forever grateful for the 
sacrifices they’ve made to give 
me so many opportunities.”

- Emily
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+4
 AVERAGE ACT 

SCORE INCREASE 

HISPANIC
OR LATINO

50%

WHITE
9%

BIRACIAL
14%

AFRICAN 
AMERICAN

12%

ETHNICITY

ASIAN 
15%

MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME 
AND AVERAGE SIZE

$31,081 per year for a family of 5
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FIRST GENERATION 
TO ATTEND COLLEGE87%RANKED IN TOP 10% 

OF THEIR CLASS78%

OUR STUDENTS

71%
ARE

BILINGUAL

81%
HOLD A 

LEADERSHIP ROLE

OUR 52 STUDENTS PROUDLY HAIL FROM 9 COUNTRIES ACROSS 5 CONTINENTS

9
LANGUAGES 

SPOKEN



THANK YOU. 
GRACIAS. CÁM O’N.

CHAPTER TWO
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2008  Asiyah’s entire family attempts a camping trip to celebrate Eid, which 
marks the end of Ramadan, and half the group ends up going home before nightfall!

2013 Asiyah starts at Denver South High School and joins the Bridge Project and Save 
Our Youth, which help her stay focused in school and give back to her community.

2015 Asiyah joins Access Opportunity! (And gets to meet 
the Bachelor, Ben Higgins, at her first Raise a Class)



“About two years ago, my family made the brave decision to come to 
the US from Uganda in hope of better opportunities. I did not know 
what to expect when coming to America, but I knew that I wanted 
to empower myself through education in order to give back to my 
community. I am hopeful that one day education will allow me to 
make a significant contribution to the world.”
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT ANANDA
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DOCTORATE ($10,000+)
Adolph Coors Foundation
Ball Corporation Employee Matching Gifts
The Caruso Foundation
Daniels Fund
Susan and Scott Drake
Golden Pond Foundation
Granat Family Foundation
Susie and John Hayes
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Maxx Properties
Lisa Pauley and Dave Taylor
Trista Pitre and Dan Fisher
PwC
Pam and Lee Reichert
Celia and Steve Rogers
Sally and John Morley Family Fund
Leslie Underwood and Elia Wallen
Wiener Family Philanthropy
Mary Ellen and David Wright

MASTER’S ($5,000-$9,999)
Jennifer and Shawn Barker
Broe Family Foundation
Cat Carris and Dave Adams
Cigna Health and Life Insurance Company

Crestone Capital LLC
Ernst & Young U.S. LLP
Lisa and Pete Estler
Mary Hayes
Jenifer and Aaron Kennedy
KPMG LLP
Cheryl McBay and Jay Prassl
Mercer
Becky and Andrew Morley
Oracle
Perlman Family Foundation/
        All Ways Up Foundation
Philips
Rose Community Foundation
SBK Charitable Gift Fund
Stewart Title
Tracey and David Stover
Trailhead Wealth Management
Trimble Inc.
Beth and Jack Waters
Westland Development Services
Chally and Rick Wiener
Willis Towers Watson PLC

BACHELOR’S ($2,500-$4,999) 
Joanne and Herb Belgrad
Sally and Sandy Bracken
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

Debbie and Chip Coppola
Goldman Sachs
Molson Coors
Sharon and Scott Monson
Suzanne and Durk Price
RBC Capital Markets, LLC
Ready Foods, Inc.
Heather and Jamie Sabatier
Mary Scharoff and Doug Bradford
Chris Schmidt
Yuri Shane and Robert Martin
Manette and Andy Snow
Kim and Clay Thompson
Julie and Jim Weaver
Patti and John Wells
Maria and Celso White

DEAN’S LIST ($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous
AT&T
Charles Baker
Kristi Brin
Janie Brown
Melissa and Nate Carey
Katie and Tom Celanos

Carol Ciluffo
Cass and Vane Clayton
CoBiz Bank
Community First Foundation
Sandy and Bob Cranny
Keriann and Paul Davis
Taylor Davison and Dax Gitcho
David Diehl
Roz and Chris Ekx
Michelle and Gary Feinberg
Elizabeth and Michael Galvin
Becky and Bruce Gamble
Nancy and Rick George
Jennifer Goldman
Goulart & Associates PC
Lisa and Doug Granat
Tammy and Randy Haisfield
Lisa and Lance Hanf
Heather and Tim Hattrup
Kathryn Conway Preyer 
      Charitable Lead Unitrust
Rob Kaufman
Kristen and Kevin Kelly
Sarah and Colin Kirby
David Koff
Suzie Kupiec
Amy and Andrew Larson
Beth and Chris Marks
Jill and Chris McCurdy
Alice Messinger
Patricia and Tom Metz
Jean and Charlie Mixer
Chris and Scott Morrison
Joe Murt

Francesca and Rob Painter
Nancy Printz and Eric Blank
Mark Rosenblatt
Lisa and Jim Scatena
Heather and Jim Seidel
Rich Shappard
Kristie and Mike Shehan
Maureen Shul
Tracey and Dave Stover
Karen and Robert Strain
Tammy and Greg Stringari
Lillian and Nick Sutcliffe
Tammy and Jeffrey Thramann
Kara and Eric Vinton
Carol and Gary Woeste
Women’s International Niwot Club

HIGH HONORS ($500-$999)
Carol and John Balkcom
Jay Behringer
Kim and Didier Chaumillion
Akash Bhalla
Ann and Tad Boyle
Kathleen and Merwin Brandon
Jared Cameron
Aline and Jirair Christianian
Barb and Tim Coletta
Kendra and Berg Crawford
Amy Creech
Jessica De Gortari
The Ekoniak Family Fund
Kara and Russ Epperson
Jenni and Mario Gasbarro
Holly and John Georgiton

Gold Crown Foundation
Xenia and Mark Hammerberg
Brooke and Kevin Hill
Terri and Chris Jeffers
Charles Johnson
Meg and Matthew Jonsen
Rick Katz
Rebecca Klasson
Darci Ebi and John Koelling
Jane Lauer
Laura and Robert Leland
Dana and Brad Licht
Olivia and Aaron Lucas
Jennifer Mackie
Sheela and Daus Mahnke
Cheryl Martin
Rachel and Scott McMorris
Linda Michow and Sam Realmuto
Jan and Rob Miles
David Miller
Leslie and Dean Morton
Brittany and Daniel Music
Next Door American Eatery
Audrey and Joe Overlie

THANK YOU
OUR SUPPORTERS



Jules Lovell
Lynne and Joe Mallon
Kynnie and Joel Martin
Elisabeth Mayer
Katharine McGhee
Shannon and Gray McGinnis
Tamra and Luis Miaja
Emily and Jonathan Musser
Andrew Nathan
Jen Orvis
Alicia and Brad Pappas
Mary Pierce and Ira Leibtag
Kim and Rich Plumridge
Teresa and Mo Robbins
Abbie Schuetze
Gretchen and Dale Shaffer
Shafroth Family Fund
Sumi Shane and R. Ashle Baxter
Steven Shapiro
Michelle Shewchuk
Linda Shoemaker
Anne and Mark Shusterman
Chris Silvestri
Michelle and David Simutis
Kevin Staab
Adrienne and Bruce Staff
Kathleen Stevenson
Kelly Strain
Marion Taylor
Iwan Van Der Vinne
Patricia Vicari
Max Weiner
Kathryn and Scott Wilson
Brooke Wylie

Kathy and James Keener
Maggie Laird
Beth and Mike McClellan
Nancy and Tom McGann
Georgia Montoya and Zeyen Wu
Dana and Ben Nightingale
OneHope Foundation
Henry Phan
Jane and Joseph Printz
Renee Robinson
Rocky Mountain Retina Associates
Phyllis and Martin Ruffalo
Amy and Scott Scheff
Lisa and Jeff Schlarbaum
Ann and RJ Scott
Kathleen Tyree
Karen and Gordon Van Dusen
Bob Webster

FRIENDS ($1-249)
Leila Ahmed and Mike Wise
Amazon Smile
Anonymous
Kevin Arnold
Rebecca and Eric Astle
Corey Ayotte
William Barrett
Bruce Barton
Heather and Geoff Baukol
Amy Beatie
Suzanne Beitel and Jim Smith
Allegra Bell
Lance Boyd
Meosha and Justin Brooks
Amoree and Brian Casey
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Molly and Bryan Pieper
Dianne and Dan Rabbitt
Kathy Schultz
Cynthia and Dray Scurry
Deepti Sharma and Matt Leach
Barb Siegel
Ellen and Philip Smith
Lisa and Jack Swift
Stefanie and Bob Tettero
Cristina and Carlos Veraza
Victors & Spoils
Andrea Walker
Zoe and Brian Wedel
Grant Williams

HONORS ($250-$499)
Sarah Ault
Autodesk Foundation
Sandy and Glenn Barger
Kelly and Jay Billings
Stacey Bosse
Sarah and Jeff Burney
Monica and Matthew DeGraff
Cathy Donovan
Nate Duncombe
Barbara Erbacher
Marea Evans and David Strong
Kelley and Dan Evans
John Fischer
Heidi and Jason Ganahl
Maggie and Lawrence Glueck
Monica Haenselman and Kevin Pykkonen
Shannan Higgins and Raul Tamayo
Amy Howard and Scott Hunsucker
Nancy and David Ikenberry

Ming and Stephen Chen
Tom Chesney
Claire and Andrew Clurman
David Dadone
Polly Donald
Kay Cee Drass
Megan Easterling
Stephanie Ekoniak
Leslie and Chris Finton
Lauren Fowler and Scott Unrein
Kathryn Geer
Linda Glass
Will Hanson
Bess and Ted Hewitt
Hixson Family Charitable Fund
Matthew Hurley
Taeko and Takayuki Kamata
Karen Lejeal Photography
Cynthia and Lewis Kleinsmith
Kristy and Dan Koken
Cynthia and Kyle Lefkoff
Laura and Don Lefkowits
Amanda L’Esperance and Basho Mosko
Brenda Lewis
Kerry Lightenburger
Jane and John Lonnquist

“Education is a great gift to help empower individuals and 
communities at large.  Access Opportunity provides guidance 
and access to quality higher education for students.  Our 
family is grateful to be a part of this exceptional organization.”  

– Chally Wiener, AO Board Member



YOU ARE MAKING 
A DIFFERENCE

CHAPTER THREE

2017  Asiyah gets elected President of South 
High School’s National Honor Society.

2017 Asiyah graduates from South and gets 
accepted into DU, where she starts in the fall of 2017.

2018 Asiyah attends March for Our Lives in Washington, 
DC.

2018  Asiyah travels to Japan with 
DU and gets to visit Hiroshima.



“My parents were refugees coming from Vietnam. My 
mother worked multiple jobs and my father worked hard 
labor in order to provide for my family. Everything was a 
hurdle, whether it was learning a new language or trying to 
understand American traditions. With this in mind, I want to 
return the sacrifices my parents made for me.”
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHTCALVIN
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“The best way to find yourself is to lose 
  yourself in the service of others.”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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COLLEGE CONNECT • JOB SHADOWING • RAISE A CLASS • TUTORING • NETWORKING • APPLICATION REVIEW • STUDENT WORKSHOPS

VOLUNTEERS
“I am involved with Access Opportunity 
because I love helping these intelligent, hard-
working students get meaningful support that 
can make such a huge difference in their lives.” 

– Francesca Painter, AO Board Member

“I was truly reinvigorated by these students. 
Their complex backgrounds, personal stories and 
professional ambition not only floored me, but 
left me truly excited for this next generation of 
leaders.”

– Noah Clark, AO Volunteer

“Recently I had the privilege of interacting 
with four AO students who want to pursue 
an education in law, the profession in which I 
have spent nearly 20 years. The AO students I 
interacted with came prepared with insightful 
questions and unique perspectives on how the 
law has inspired them to pursue fields from 
immigration to patent law. Having come from a 
background similar to that of the AO students, 
I am grateful for the opportunity to give back 
to these talented students.”  

– Georgia Montoya, AO Board Member
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KEEP THE 
MOMENTUM GOING

CHAPTER FOUR

2018 AND BEYOND  Asiyah is extremely passionate about female empowerment: their rights, education, culture, religion, and mental health. We are 
honored to be a part of her journey and can’t wait to see what the future holds. We know one thing for sure — she’s going to change the world!  - The AO Team 



“I will be the first in my family to attend college, the first to 
step foot on a college campus and in a dorm room. I will also 
be the first to walk across a stage receiving my high school 
diploma in a cap and gown with my family cheering me on 
from the crowd.”
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHTGABY



Ball Corporation*
Bryan Cave
Crestone Capital 
DaVita 
Deloitte
Denver Test Prep* 

EY
Goldman Sachs
Imprint Events*
Sarah and Dan Kozlowski 
KPMG 
MAXX Properties 

EVENT SPONSORS

FOOD & DRINK SPONSORS
Avery Brewing 
Bar Dough 
Brider
Coda Coffee Co.
Edible Beats 

Fish N Beer 
Palizo Italiano
Oskar Blues Brewery 
River and Woods 
Señor Bear
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Mercer  
Oracle 
Philips
PwC 
Ready Foods, Inc.
Stewart Title

Southern Glazer’s 
     Wine & Spirits  
Tacos Tequila Whiskey 
TAG
Teakoe Our incredible community came together again to celebrate 

our students at our third annual Raise a Class event. We 
were overwhelmed by your generosity and grateful to share 

that we raised over $435,000 for our program. 

RAISE A CLASS
WITH ACCESS OPPORTUNITY
RAISE A CLASS
WITH ACCESS OPPORTUNITY

COMMITTEE
Jennifer and Shawn Barker
Kristi Brin  
Cat Carris and Dave Adams
Debbie and Chip Coppola 
Susan and Scott Drake 
Nancy and Rick George
Lisa and Doug Granat 
Susie and John Hayes

Sarah and Dan Kozlowski
Amy and Andrew Larson
Melissa and Ryan Lee 
Beth and Chris Marks
Cheryl McBay and Jay Prassl
Becky and Andrew Morley
Juan Padro
Francesca and Rob Painter 

Lisa and Jamie Pentz
Celia and Steve Rogers
Lisa and Jim Scatena
Yuri Shane and Rob Martin 
Manette and Andy Snow 
Tracey and Dave Stover 
Lillian and Nick Sutcliffe 
Karen and Gordon Van Dusen

Trailhead Wealth Management 
Trimble 
Westland Development Services
Willis Towers Watson 
Zayo 
*IN-KIND SPONSORSHIP

The Infinite Monkey Theorem
The Post Brewing Co.
Wild Standard 

Kara and Eric Vinton
Julie and Jim Weaver
Patti and John Wells 
Chally and Rick Wiener 
Carol and Gary Woeste



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY 
REVENUE: July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
Individuals  $497,598     
Corporate  $119,183       
Foundations  $110,250 
Other   $11,579          
TOTAL   $739,609

EXPENSES: July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 
Program   $210,502
Scholarship Liability $120,000  
Development  $103,689        
Administration  $28,070        
TOTAL   $462,261

SCHOLARSHIP   
RESERVE FUND $277,2481
1 Our excitement continues as we, again, raised more than we spent during our third 
year of programming. As scholarship payments have started to be made, the positive 
cash flow is extremely important to the success of our program and students.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
(as of 6/30/2018) 
Total Current Assets $1,117,119
Total Fixed Assets   $10,357
TOTAL ASSETS   $1,127,476 

Total Liabilities   $295,1732

Total Equity    $832,303 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 
AND EQUITY     $1,127,476

2$290K of scholarship liability has been booked for our two classes of college students.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dave Adams
Senior Financial Advisor
AMG National Trust Bank

Shawn Barker
VP, Finance Transformation
Ball Corporation

John Hayes
CEO
Ball Corporation

STAFF
Yuri Shane
Co-Founder/Executive Director

Susie Hayes
Co-Founder/Head of Development

Seena Berg
Program Director
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2017-18 FINANCIAL OUTCOMES

REVENUE

EXPENSES

INDIVIDUALS
65%

FOUNDATIONS
20%

CORPORATE
14%

OTHER
1%

PROGRAM
46%

SCHOLARSHIP
LIABILITY

26%

DEVELOPMENT
22%

ADMINISTRATION
6%

Molly Brooks
Communications Manager

Caroline Foley
Program Coordinator

Leslie Maddocks
Director of Community Relations

Georgia Montoya
Attorney
USDE Office for Civil Rights

Becky Morley
Community Volunteer

Francesca Painter
Executive Coach
FKP Coaching

Eric Vinton
Counsel
Bryan Cave

Chally Wiener
Broker Associate
Colorado Landmark Realtors

Tracey Stover
Assurance Partner
PwC

Cheryl McBay
College & Career Counselor

Celia Rogers
College & Career Counselor

Patti Wells
Operations Manager

Special thanks to Oakley Ogden for consulting on our social-emotional programming, Francesca Painter for her coaching and leadership development, 
and to Lindsey Bergstrom, Poppies & Paisley Photography, and John Snelson for the photos in our Annual Report,.



ACCESS OPPORTUNITY
1871 Folsom Street, Suite 110
Boulder, CO 80302

For more info or to make a donation,
please visit: www.accessopportunity.org


