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Dear Community,
What is a year, if not a collection of moments?

Some are life-changing, like stepping foot on a college campus for the first time or receiving a long-
awaited job offer. Others are smaller, but no less important: getting advice from a trusted mentor,
feeling a boost of confidence after a practice interview, or realizing for the first time that college

might actually be possible.

At Access Opportunity, we believe in the power of each and every one of these moments. In a
time with fewer resources and more barriers, students need our support now more than ever. The
landscape may be shifting, but our commitment never wavers. We continue to show up for every
student, every family, and every future, because we've seen what’s possible when young people have

the support and resources they need to pursue their dreams.

This year’s report reflects that commitment. It’s filled with moments, big and small, that show what
happens when we invest in students. These moments open doors, inspire change, and strengthen
communities. Thank you for standing with us in this moment, and in every moment that has brought

us here.

With gratitude,

Vietatte

Natalee Benzing

Executive Director
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ACHIEVE
INSPIRE
CONNECT

Our mission is to create opportunities
for high-potential students from
low-income households to define
their individual paths through high
school, college, and career, ultimately
benefiting the lives of others.

Our vision is equity In opportunity
for all students.

Access Opportunity was founded in 2014 to expand access
to the academic, social, and professional opportunities that

higher-income students often take for granted.

Our six-year program begins the summer before 11th
grade and follows students through college graduation,
offering personalized support every step of the way. We
believe that first-generation students and students from
low-income households have earned more than a path
to college — they’ve earned the tools, relationships, and
support to thrive through college and into a meaningful

career.
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Through Access College, students receive one-on-one
college advising, academic support, career exploration,
and social-emotional development as they navigate
the application process and prepare for the transition

to college.

Once in college, Access Career provides continued
counseling, internship and job search support,
leadership development, and networking opportunities
to help students explore their interests and launch

SUCCGSS'FU' careers.

OQur students are trailblazers. They’re

not only changing the trajectory of

their own lives, but also creating new

possibilities for their families and
communities.

We’re proud to walk alongside them

through
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Social-emotional learning is embedded throughout
the program, and we partner closely with families to
ensure they feel confident supporting their students.
We also work to amplify student voice by inviting
students to shape workshops, lead events, and share

their stories as they define success on their own terms.




OUR IMPACT

THIS YEAR
by the NUMBERS

596

students and family
members served

100%

of students increased

their SAT scores
through AQO tutoring

$65,941

average AO alumni
salar?l compared to their

families’ $30,048
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$0

average net cost of college
for first-year students

60+

new career contacts for
students throuEh volunteers
and guest speakers

100%

of 2025 graduates held
at least one leadership
role during college

977

of AO alumni have graduated

from college in four years

$166,225

distributed in scholarships,
stipends, and emergency
grants




MOMENTS
"TPRIDE

IMPACT REPORT 2024-25

We were so excited to welcome our
Class of 2031 this year after another

competitive application cycle.

o 14 different high schools
® 100% first-generation
o 3.86 average unweighted GPA

® Median income of $37,054
for a family of 5



MOMENT OF PRIDE

Meet Michelle

AO Class of 2031
Junior at Adams City High School

Raised by her grandfather in Commerce City,
Michelle has faced more than her share of challenges.
Her parents’ struggles with substance abuse, her
grandparents’ health issues, and the uncertainty of
what the future might bring have shaped her into a
determined, community-focused leader.

“Many around me have expressed doubts, but I've
come to understand that | have control over my
future and can pursue my dreams despite my parents’

choices.”

That determination shows in her accomplishments,
maintaining a 4.2 GPA while taking on leadership
roles in marching band, student council, and a long list
of service clubs. Now, as part of AO’s newest class,
Michelle looks forward to building connections with
a group of like-minded peers and accessing resources
that will help her achieve her dream of combining

careers in medicine and music education.

“l want to make a meaningful impact in the world,
demonstrating that despite where someone starts,
their potential is limitless. I'm determined to pave

my own path and achieve my dreams.”

IMPACT REPORT 2024-25



A;\OMENTS

AO students are making their way

to the following campuses this fall:

Barnard College Princeton University

Boston College Regis University

Boston University Stanford University

Bowdoin College Union College

Case Western Reserve University University of Chicago

Chapman University University of Colorado Boulder
Colorado Mesa University University of Colorado Denver
Colorado School of Mines University of Denver

Colorado State University University of Florida

Colorado State University Pueblo University of Northern Colorado
Duke University University of Southern California
Emory University Wesleyan University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Metropolitan State University
Northeastern University

North Park University

Pitzer College

Pomona College
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MOMENT OF TRIUMPH

Meet Ramon

AO Class of 2029
Incoming First-Year at CU Boulder

Senior year was a whirlwind of classes, work, and
scholarship applications, but underneath the deadlines
and essays was a deeper motivation. His mother, who
passed away before he finished high school, had left
school herself after elementary school to help raise

her siblings.

“It would be kind of a waste of her sacrifices if |
didn’t try my best to do the one thing she asked:
go to school.”

Taking on adult responsibilities early, like managing
household tasks, caring for his younger brother, and
making sure bills were paid, taught him to plan ahead

and persevere, even when the path wasn’t easy.

That persistence paid off. With support from AQ,
Ramon secured multiple scholarships, including the
funding that will allow him to attend CU Boulder
without worrying about tuition. As he prepares to
move into his dorm, the milestone hasn’t fully sunk
in, but he’s ready for what’s ahead.

“l didn’t realize how amazing the program would be
and how much it would help me, until now I’'m going
into college. Going to college, trying your hardest,
living your best life, that’s what it’s all about. | have
a future in my hands.”
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MOMENTS
of EXPLORATION

College is a time of growth and

change, and we’re so happy when
our students take advantage of
everything at their fingertips.
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MOMENT OF EXPLORATION

Meet Batt
AO Class of 2028

|ncoming Sophomore at Wesleyan University

When Batt arrived at Wesleyan, she was ready to build
a home for herself far from the one she grew up in.

“l was nervous about leaving home to go so far away
and not knowing anyone... but | was mostly excited to
be making a home for myself, learning new subjects,

« o . 2
joining new clubs, and meeting new people.

Her first year was full of exploration: she discovered
a love for psychology, thrived in the vibrant music
and student band scene, and built a close community
starting with her roommate, who became her closest
friend. Wesleyan’s First Things First program for
first-generation students helped her navigate campus
culture early, and she now gives back as a counselor

for the same program.

Balancing sleep, studying, social life, and clubs
wasn’t easy, but Batt leaned on careful planning,

upperclassman advice, and the support of AO.

“Applying to Access Opportunity and receiving
their support helped me realize these dreams. My
counselor’s support, affections, and advice have
helped me navigate all the confusion and challenges

of my first year.”
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She’s proud of the friends she’s made, the goals she’s
achieved, and her growing confidence to give back.
In AQ, she has served as a Student Advisory Group
member for the past two years and is now stepping

into a peer mentor role.

Her advice to other students: “Although change is
scary, it will allow you to grow. Research the programs
your school has to support you, and don’t be afraid

to ask for advice from those who've been there.”

"



A;\OMENTS

After six years with us, our
Class of 2025 finished up their

college careers this year and are

looking toward what comes next,
from applying to medical and law
school to beginning careers.
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MOMENT OF POSSIBILITY

Meet Eli

AO Class of 2025

Graduated from Colorado School of Mines

For Eli, one of the most pivotal moments in his AO
journey came during his final Summer Workshop, at

our annual Cal-Wood retreat.

“Watching my classmates — people | had known
for six years — stand before me as the confident,
capable leaders they had become genuinely brought
me to tears. It was beautiful, not only to witness their
growth, but also to reflect on my own transformation
over the years.”

|t was a moment to celebrate their growth, and his own,
while passing on lessons and advice to younger AO
students. That carried into his time at Colorado School
of Mines, where he built leadership skills, deepened
his sense of identity, and pursued opportunities that
would bring him closer to his dream of working in

aerospace engineering.

This summer, Eli worked as a Mechanical Engineering
Intern for United Launch Alliance, contributing to
design projects, building and launching model rockets,
and watching live launches from the Operations
Support Room. With plans to complete his master’s
in Mechanical Engineering and Space Resources,
he hopes to return to the industry and “be at the
forefront of shaping the future of flight.”
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Looking ahead, Eli’s vision goes beyond his own career:
he hopes to start a scholarship for children raised by
parents struggling with addiction.

“Each of us has the power to create positive change
within our communities, and it’s important that we
embrace the responsibility to do so. AO has given
me so much, and | am looking forward to giving back

in any way that | can.”

Learn more
about Eli’s story.



MO?AENTS

OUI" alumni community grows every year

and we love seeing what they’re up to.

Many alumni return each year for programs like Raise
a Class and Speed Networking, giving back to our
community. This year, we hosted our first-ever
alumni happy hour event to help them stay

connected to our work.
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MOMENT OF GROWTH

AO Class of 2023

University of Denver

Entering the University of Colorado Law School

Yatzari has always been drawn to politics, social justice,
and law, passions shaped by her experiences growing
up in a low-income community as the daughter of
immigrants. She sees the law as a tool to dismantle unjust
systems, strengthen protections for the vulnerable, and
repair harm. That vision, and years of perseverance, led

to her acceptance at her top-choice law school with a

full ride.

“l read the email on my phone and burst into tears
so hard my family thought something horrible had
happened. When | finally shared the news in between
sobs, everyone cried with me. Even my macho uncles

who | had never seen cry before.”

Her journey wasn’t without setbacks. After graduating
college, she took two gap years to save money, prepare
for the LSAT, and build the confidence she needed to
make law school a reality. Along the way, AO helped her
navigate the process, overcome imposter syndrome, and

connect with a community of peers who inspired her.
Now the first AO alum to be accepted to law school (and

the first to have two younger siblings in the program!),

she’s eager to mentor others considering the same path.
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“AO believed in my potential before | could
ever see it. They helped me see that | was
capable of achieving anything | set my mind

to. For this, | will be forever grateful.”



MOMENTS
f GRATITUDE

This spring, our annual Raise a Class event brought

our community together once again.

Hosted at a beautiful new venue and featuring an interactive wine tasting experience, the
evening celebrated the achievements of our incredible students. Together, we raised over

$670,000 to help us sustain our work and expand our impact.

Meet Jackie

AO Class of 2026

Raise a Class speaker

“Through AO, | found a community of other first-
gen students who understood what it’s like to balance
homework and jobs, fear and ambition. | stopped
feeling like | had to prove | belonged, because for
once, | was surrounded by people who already knew
| did... Without AO, I'd be trying to do all of this

alone, buried in loans, lost in the system, and second-

uessing every move. But because of AO, I’'m not just
g g Y » J

surviving college, I'm building a future.”

Watch the
full speech!
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We are so grateful to our Raise a Class sponsors, donors, vendors,
restaurants, and volunteers, whose generosity fuels this work.

SPONSORS

Phi Beta Kappa

The Caruso Foundation

Halstedt | Murt

Summa Cum Laude
Taylor Anderson LLP
Magna Cum Laude
DiversityWorks Group

Cum Laude

BeUncommon

Children’s Hospital Colorado
Colliers

Dean Callan

KPMG

MAXX Properties
OneSeven Advisors

O’Neal Interiors

PwC

RBC

Spruill Studio

Trailhead Wealth Management

Westland Development Services

Zayo

Ash’Kara Breakthru Beverage

Barbed Wire Reef Law Estate Wines

Bird Bakery Silver Oak SAVE THE DATE

Kiso Twomey

Kumoya March 5,2026

The Regular ,

Wild Taco Join us as we celebrate another

year of impact and possibility.
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We are deeply grateful for our community of

supporters, partners, staff, and volunteers. We

have so much gratitude for the rich diversity

of skills, experiences, and knowledge this

community brings to Access Opportunity.

Our work would not be possible without you.

HONORARY ($25,000+)

The Anschutz Foundation

The Caruso Foundation

Christy and Tom Holman

Colorado Rockies Baseball Club Foundation
The Gateway Fund Il of the Denver Foundation
Golden Pond Foundation

DOCTORATE ($10,000 - $24,999)
Amy and Andrew Larson
Anonymous

Benjamin Ortiz-Hill and Andrew Hill
Broe Family Foundation

Cathy and Mark Bissell

Chally and Rick Wiener

Daniels Fund

DiversityWorks Group

Erin and Roger Parker

Friedman Family Foundation

Gail and Kim Koehn

General William Mayer Foundation
Halstedt Family Fund

Jane Michaels and Marne Obernauer
Joe Murt

Julia and Peter Kalan
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Jessica and Yancey Spruill

Justine Nations and Duane Layton
Prosperity Denver Fund

PwC

Susie and John Hayes

Kyle McFarlane and Teale Stone

Lisa Pauley and Dave Taylor

Mallory and Dan Decker

Mary Scharoff and Doug Bradford
MAXX Properties

Michelle and Mark Dorman

Naomi and Trevor Armstrong
Natalie Kalas and Pierre Brunel
Ramneet and Raminder Mann

The Sabatier Family Charitable Fund
Sam and Brendan Goffinet

Sandra Williams Smith Charitable Foundation
Suzanne and David Hoover

Taylor | Anderson LLP

Tina James and Dominic Grazioli

Wiener Family Future Foundation, Inc.
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MASTER’S ($5,000-$9,999)
Ann and Tom Estus Fund

Ann and Tripp Kerr

Annelise and Clifton Dawson
BeUncommon

Candy and Ross Bhappu
Children’s Hospital Colorado Foundation
Chris and Scott Morrison

Christa and Tim Mayer

Claire and Brent Anderson
Colliers International

Dean Callan & Company, Inc.
The Farrior Family Fund

The George Family Trust

Jean and Charlie Mixer

Jill and Chris McCurdy

Kennedy Fund for Change
KPMG LLP

Lauren and Hugo Weinberger
Lesley and Mark Branish

Lisa and Jim Scatena

Majella Lavin and David Durand
Matt Arend

O’Neal Interiors

OneSeven Advisors, LLC

RBC Wealth Management
Shannon and Dan Green
Shannon and Rusty Spinney
Spruill Studio

Stefanie and Bob Tettero

Sunny Morning Fund

Tammy and Chris Marsico
Trailhead Wealth Management, LLC
Trista and Dan Fisher

Westland Development Services, Inc.

Zayo
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BACHELOR'’S ($2,500-$4,999)
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc
Ann Ayers and Mark Ritacoo

Annie Hayes

Barker Family Foundation

Becky and Bruce Gamble

Daniel & Dianne Rabbitt Charitable Foundation
Enterprise Mobility Foundation

Foundry Group

James Peacock

Janet and Fred Doyle

Jimmy Crutchfield

Juan Padro

Julie and Tim George

Katharine and Mark Honnen

Kathryn Conway Preyer Charitable Lead Unitrust
Lauren and Mike Costa

Marcia and Mark Emmons

Mary and Tom Bagley

Melissa and Nate Carey

Nancy and Glenn Russo

Sandy and Glenn Barger

Sarah Ahn and Chris Moody

Sarah and David Shore

Shannon Connell and Matt Gagen

Whitney and Kevin Zimmerman




DEAN’S LIST ($1,000-$2,499)
Ali and Clay Millice

Alli and Zach Stassen

Allison Dodge

Ann and Bryan Stern
Anonymous

April Ingham and Jim McHose
Becky and Andrew Morley
Berkley Gamble and Matt Anders
Bo and Dave Fleck

Brandy and Paul Sylvester

Carol and Gary Woeste

Cynthia and Erich Braun

Diana and Richard Lirtzman
Drake Family Fund

Elizabeth and Cory Ross
Elizabeth Galvin

Goldman Sachs Gives

Granat Family Foundation

Jan and Rob Miles

Joanne Belgrad

Kathy Schultz and David Paul
Kati Everett and John Powers
Kercheval Family Charitable Fund
Kyra Rehman and Adam Edelman
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Lisa and Mark Kaufman

The Maier Family Fund

Mandy and Mark Sladden

Margo Serlin and Hunter Rowland
Melissa and Dan Smith

Modrak Family DAF

Pam and Michael Sousa

Pat and Tom Metz

Paula Burns

Pommer Family Fund

Printz Blank Family Charitable Fund
Richard B. Tucker Family Fund
Sandy and Jay Wilday

Sarah and David Barnes

Sarah and Jeff Harrington

Sheida Lahabi and Nima Aghili
Solomon H. and Elaine B. Snyder Philanthropic Fund
Stanley C Kelly Foundation

Suzy and Gary Jaeger

Tonya and Scott Fuselier

Tracey Campbell and Mark Williams
Wendy and David Lee

WJD Foundation

Yuri Shane and Robert Martin




HIGH HONORS ($500-$999)
Ashley and Paul Cooke

Carol and John Balkcom

Cassie and Jedd Martin

Christine Forkner

Darci Eby-Koelling and John Koelling
Debbie and Chip Coppola

Emily Puetz and Sam Reid

Jane and Joseph Printz

Jenni and Mario Gasbarro

Jill and John Olson

John Mitchell

Julie Weaver

Kalie and Kevin Funk

The Kathy and Tom Tyree Family Fund
Kristi and Nate Humphrey

Kristy and John McGowan

Leslie and Chris Finton

HONORS ($250-$499)
Angela Coleman and Ty Colman

Anonymous

Caitlin Craigie and Michael Sadwith
Cheryl Martin

Cindy Amitin

Deron Goodwin

Elizabeth and Stephen Holmes
Elizabeth Crane

Jac and Brett Palmateer

Jane and John Lonnquist

Kate and Scott Perry

Leah Copertino and Andrew Hayes
Melonie and Zeke DeRose
Michelle Bourgeois

Nora and Chris Rex

Steve Belgrad

Weinberg & Schwartz, LLC
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Madalia Maaliki

Marika and Pete Kalasountas
Maureen Shul

Meg and Sean McCroskey
Melaina Jobs

Michaela Luna and Brad Knudsen
Nancy and Tom McGann
Natalee and Henry Benzing

Paul Hardart

Rick Katz

Rylie Behr

Sibyl and Steven Liedtke

Steve and Christian Bass

Susan and Tom Stahl

Susannah Thulson and Bob Webster
Tammy and Randy Haisfield

Trish Cook




FRIENDS ($1-$249)
Adrienne and Bruce Staff

Alexa Albright

Allison and Steve Kinsley
Amanda LaPres and Kyle Holmes
Ann Kahan

Anna Tam

Anonymous

Barbara and Michael Hettleman
Bess Moodie

Carolyn Goodman and Michael Moser
Chevron

Christopher Gentry

Colorado Gives Foundation
Craig Borchers

Dana and Sean Krieger

Denver Test Prep

Diego Fierro-Rayas

Elizabeth and Graham Robins
Elizabeth and John Howard
Emily Ludtke

Itzel Orduna
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James Hettleman

Jana and Richard Burch

Jason Foa

Jennifer Johnson

Johns Manville

Jonathan Waller

Jose Espino

Karen and Tom Pranikoff
Kathryn and Chris Geer

Katia and David Chung

Katie and Matt Denman

Kay and William Sammons
Kerry Lightenburger

L Paige Marvel

Lillian and Nick Sutcliffe

Linda Barron and Ted Chernak
Linda Comeau

Lucy Buckley and William Waggener
Manny Perez

MAPA Collective

Marlee Tomera

Mary Jones

Melissa Collins

Murray Chidester

Myra and Buzzy Hettleman
Olivia and Aaron Lucas

Polly Donald

Rachel Palumbo

Ruthie Sachs Kalvar and David Kalvar
Ryan Wilson

Samantha and Brendan Murphy
Sarah and James Terry

Scott Froseth

Susan and Tom Chesney
Suzanne Beitel and Jim Smith
Suzanne Philion and James Eberhard
Sydney Cassagnol

Taeko and Takayuki Kamata
Tami Kopek

Thomas Slaughter

Tydings & Rosenberg, LLP
United Way of Salt Lake




IN KIND

All Seasons Organizing
Andrisen Morton

Anita Mosher Fine Art
Ash’Kara

Aspen Hospitality

Barbed Wire Reef

Berkley Gamble

Bird Bakery

Black Canyon Anglers
Bolder Events

Boulder Country Club
Boulder Marriott

Brass Bed

Breakthru Beverage Group
The Broadmoor

Cakebread Cellars

Calaway Golf

Carla Morrison Fine Jewelry
Carrie Alleman

Cherry Creek Shopping Center
Clayton Hotel

Colonial Press

Colorado Rockies

Comedy Works

Coppola Family

The Crawford Hotel
Crockfords at Resorts World
Culinary Creative Group
Denver Art Museum
Denver Chophouse

Denver Marriott Westminster
Denver Zoo Conservation Alliance
Destination Kohler

Diehl Family

Eduardo Valle Lobo
Embassy Suites Boulder
Fisher Family

Flagstaff House

Flowers Vineyards & Winery
Four Seasons Hotel Denver

Frasca Food and Wine
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Gamble Family

GolfTec

Grand Hyatt Vail
Halcyon Hotel

Halie Behr

Hayes Family

Hazel’s Beverage World
Herrick Family

History Colorado Center
Hotel Clio

Hotel Jerome

The Jacquard

Jill McCurdy

John Snelson

Juan Padro

Kelly Jeun

Kiso

Kohler Family

Kroenke Sports & Entertainment
KSE Radio Ventures
Kumoya

Law Estate Wines
Limelight Boulder

Lodge Casino Blackhawk
Matsuhisa

Mawa McQueen

Mawa’s Kitchen

Max Fashion

McBay and Prass| Family
McGuckin Hardware
MiHi Entertainment
Mike Marsili

Nordstrom
Obernauer/Michaels Family
Omni Interlocken

Peter Millar Dallas
Product AV

Querencia

The Rally Hotel

The Regular

Rocky Mountain Valet

Sage Hospitality Group
Sarian Motor Sports
Shanahan’s Steakhouse
Sheppard Family

Silver Oak

Snarf’s Sandwiches
Snooze, an A.M. Eatery
The Sonnenalp Hotel
St. Julien Hotel & Spa
St. Regis Hotel

Stags’ Leap Winery
Topgolf

Twomey

USGA

Veronica Beard

Wild Taco

Woodhouse Day Spa




FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY

REVENUE: JULY 1,2024 - JUNE 30, 2025 AS OF JUNE 30, 2025
Individuals $786,107 Total Current Assets
Corporate $125,510 Total Fixed Assets
Foundations $356,782 TOTAL ASSETS
In-Kind $5,010
Other $79,404 Total Liabilities
TOTAL $1,352,813 Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES
AND EQUITY

EXPENSES: JULY 1,2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

Program $791,179
Development $234,988
Administration ~ $58,535
TOTAL $1,084,702

Access Opportunity’s strong

financial position reflects the

incredible generosity of our

community.

Thanks to your continued support, we’ve begun building an endowment
that will sustain our scholarship program long-term while we continue
to invest in the success of our students today. Maintaining a healthy

balance between annual expenses and long-term assets ensures that

we can honor our commitments to students for years to come.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

$3,199,901
-$66
$3,199,834

-$42,728
$3,162,562
$3,199,834




THANK
YOU

Every story in this report —

milestones accomplished, dreams
realized, and barriers overcome -
was made possible by the generosity
of our community.

Whether you donated, volunteered, partnered with us,
or simply believed in our students, your support has
been crucial in helping students reach their potential

and become the leaders we need in this moment.

When you invest in Access Opportunity, you're not just
supporting a program. You're opening doors and helping
first-generation students take bold steps toward college,
career, and beyond. This work is a collective effort, and
we are deeply grateful to the entire AO community for

making these moments possible.

For more info or to make a donation, please visit:

www.accessopportunity.org
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